CH 16: MYSTERY OF EASTER ISLAND
THE STORY:

Dutch sailor arrived on a remote island on Easter Sunday in 1722, later which he named Easter Island.  It was in the middle of the Pacific Ocean 2,000 miles from the coast of Chile.  The land was desert-like and desolate and he found a society in a primitive state with about 100 people living in small huts or caves, engaged in primitive warfare and cannibalism in a desperate attempt to supplement the meager food supplies (rats and chickens) available on the island.
Scattered throughout this island, he also found hundreds of massive stone statues.  They range from around 6 feet tall to over 30 feet tall (3 stories) and weighed up to14 tons!  They were made from volcanic stone that was found in one area of the island and moved to areas all around the outer edge of the island facing out toward the ocean.  (see map).    He also saw many drawing etched into the stones and in some caves along the shores that showing fish, dolphin, birds, rats, chickens, and fruits.  There were also many carvings showing a lush paradise of large palm tree forests on the land and many people making huge huts and eating meals. A few more carvings showed 20 people on a boat and the words “new land” and later, pictures of hundreds of people meeting in what looked like a celebration.  All of this was an indication that once, here lived a thriving, healthy civilization.
Many scientists have come to the island after to look at evidence left behind of how they lived, what they ate, and what the land was like to understand what happened to the people of the island and their once advanced society.  Easter Island therefore became a `mystery' and a wide variety of theories were advanced to explain its history.

CH 16:  THE MYSTERY OF EASTER ISLAND


TASK:  A group of scientists have been on Easter Island and collected evidence.  You and your team have been asked to look at all the clues they brought back and to come up with what you believe happened to the people of Easter Island.  You will be presenting your findings at a conference and the team with the best interpretation of the evidence will be given a bonus!

Read through the clues as a group, answer the guiding questions to help get you to think about the evidence, and then come up with your CLAIM as to what your group decided happened to the people of Easter Island, what EVIDENCE you used to formulate your answer, and the REASONING behind what you claimed.  
TEAM MEMBER LEADER:  _______________________________________________________(5 pt EC)
· Keeps everyone in your group on task

· Makes sure everyone is working on the same problem, same time
TEAM MEMBER 2: ______________________________________________________________________
· Reads out loud ODD questions

TEAM MEMBER 3: ______________________________________________________________________

· Reads out loud EVEN questions

TEAM MEMBER 4: ______________________________________________________________________

· Reads at least 3 clues that member 2 or 3 gives them
Q1.1
Q1.2
Q 2.1

Q2.2

Q3.1

Q 3.2

Q 4.1

Q 4.2

Q 5.1

Q 5.2

Q6.1

Q6.2

Q 7.1

Q 7.2

Q  8.1

Q 8.2

Q 9.1

Q 9.2

After looking at all the evidence and using your knowledge of population growth, come up with why you believe the civilization collapsed on this island.
CLAIM:  Why did the civilization collapse?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
EVIDENCE:  What evidence helped you come up with this claim?  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
REASONING:  Explain  the whole story based on your evidence.  COMPLETE SENTENCES

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

AFTER ACTIVITY QUESTIONS: 
1.   Did the island have a carrying capacity?  
2. What were some limiting factors for the people of the island?

3. What did the Easter Island inhabitants had as Natural Resources?  

4. How did they use them? 

5. How is the story of Easter Island similar to the whole Earth?  
6. How is it different?

7. What lessons can we learn from the people of Easter Island?
8. Do you think this could also happen with our plane Earth? Why? Why not?
9. What can we do to make sure our Earth does not run out of resources? 
	Clue 1:  Scientists found carvings on the statues and in caves.  

Q1.1  What did these carvings help show about the how many people started out here?
Q1.2  What did it show about the land and food they ate?

	Clue 4: Archeologists also found clues in trash pits; the people from this ancient culture used to fish far out on the ocean in wooden boats. These fish were an important part of the people’s diet. 

Q4.1 Why were people no longer able to catch fish on the ocean? 

Q4.2 What did the people have to eat now? 



	Clue 2: When the first Polynesians arrived on the island, some rats ‘hitch hiked’ with them from their home country. 

Q2.1 What happens with rats on an
 island where there are no predators
 to control the rat population? 

Q2.2 What do rats eat? 


	Clue 5: Because the island was so rich in resources, the people had a lot of time to do ceremonies and built statues. When the population grew; rivalry among different tribes occurred. The statues were used as a status symbol, the more the better for your tribe. 

Q5.1  Why do you think competition started?

Q5.2  What did the people forget to think about as they were competing?


	Clue 3: By studying soil samples archaeologists found evidence that a, now extinct, palm tree used to grow on the island. 

Q3.1  How are the rats and the trees connected? 

Q3.2  How could rats have contributed to the decline of trees? 


	Clue 6: These huge statues had to be transported somehow over the island to their final locations. When more statues were built, more ‘rollers’ had to be created. 

Q6.1 How do you think they transported these hundreds of statues? 

Q6.2. What else do you think they used the palm trees for?



	Clue 7: Evidence shows that palm trees used to grow all over the hills on the island, however as the people cut down and used the trees on the hills first.  

Q7.1 What happens when there are no longer trees on the slopes of hills? 

Q7.2 What effects can this process have on the other vegetation and the food production of the islanders? 
	Clue 8: These archeologists found bones of around 10,000 people that dated back to the 1500’s showing that there was a large amount of people here at one time.
Q8.1 What phase did the population start out and what phase did it develop into? 

Q8.2 Some bones that were more recent showed poor nutrition, what would cause this? 



	Clue 9: The same archeologists found evidence that the island was visited by other people, who took a big part of the island population away to work as slaves. Those people also brought western diseases. 

Q9.1 How would this affect the population? 

Q9.2  What other density-independent factors could have affected the island throughout the years?


	


        [image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.jpg]T T - — = — Ta0
108°25 109420 10918"

SOUTH. |
| PACIFIC
} OCEAN |

Caleta
Anakana

Cuidado

SOUTH
& sl PACIFIC
Wolu:ui i OCEAN

27°15°

| % il 2 i/
109725 7 109°15"

800488 (A05824) 7-86













[image: image6.jpg]



BEFORE

[image: image7.jpg]| llM "l u’nl'E





AFTER

[image: image8.jpg](02 des aubris




CAVE DRAWINGS
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BONES FOUND
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The rats were introduced on the island. These rodents at the palm fruits, palm tree seeds, and bird eggs along with any leftover scraps of food.
  [image: image11.jpg]



Canoes made from palm trees
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EASTER ISLAND GROUP RESOURCE PACKET
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