CH 13:  NATURE VS. NURTURE

You got your green eyes from your mother, and your freckles from your father. But where did you get your thrill-seeking personality and talent for singing? Did you learn these from your parents or was it determined before birth by your genes? While it's clear that physical characteristics are hereditary, the genetic waters get a bit more murky when it comes to an individual's behavior, intelligence, and personality. Ultimately, the old argument of nature vs. nurture has never really been won. We do not yet know how much of what we are is determined by our DNA and how much by our life experience. But we do know that both play a part. 

What is Nature vs Nurture?  The terms "nature" and "nurture" are words meaning the heredity and environment influence in human development. Some scientists think that people behave as they do because of our genetics (DNA). This is known as the "nature" theory of human behavior. Other scientists believe that people think and behave in certain ways because they are taught to do so. This is known as the "nurture" theory of human behavior. 
Fast-growing understanding of the human genome has recently made it clear that both sides are partly right. Nature gives us inborn abilities and traits; nurture takes these genetic tendencies and molds them as we learn and mature. End of story, right? Nope. The "nature vs nurture" debate still rages on, as scientist fight over how much of who we are is shaped by genes and how much by the environment. 

The Nature Theory – Heredity Scientists have known for years that traits such as eye color and hair color are determined by specific genes in each human cell. The Nature Theory takes things a step further to say that more abstract traits such as intelligence and personality are also encoded in an individual's DNA. 
The search for "behavioral" genes is the source of constant debate. Many fear that genetic arguments might be used to excuse criminal acts or justify divorce.  It may make one feel that there is no hope for how you turn out – it is out of your control.  Parents would feel that it wouldn’t matter how you raised a child, they would turn out as their genes determine.  But this is not the case.
The Nurture Theory – Environment Most supporters of the nurture theory believe that our behavioral aspects originate only from the environmental factors of our upbringing, not genetics. 
If environment didn't play a part in determining an individual's traits and behaviors, then identical twins should, theoretically, be exactly the same in all respects, even if raised apart. But a many studies do show some differences. 

So, is the way we behave engrained in our DNA before we were born? Or has it developed over time in response to our experiences and how we grow up? Scientists will still keep debating, but most agree that while a gene may increase the likelihood that you'll behave in a particular way, it alone does not make people’s personality and behavior, our environmental upbringing does play a role.
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CH 13 NATURE VS NURTURE ARTICLE

	PARAGRAPH AND QUOTE
	EXPLAINATION OF WHAT THE QUOTE MEANS

	1 “But we do know that both play a part”

2 “This is known as the "nature" theory of human behavior”

2    “This is known as the "nurture" theory of   human behavior.”

3 “..debate still rages on, as scientist fight over ..”
4 “The Nature Theory takes things a step further”

5 “Many fear that genetic arguments might..”
6 “Most supporters of the nurture theory believe..”

7 “But a many studies do show some differences”

8 “Scientists will still keep debating, but most agree that..”

	


READING THE GRAPH

1.  Does this graph support nurture, nature, or both?  EXPLAIN.

2. How does studying identical twins help show which things are nature (genetics)  and what are nurture (environment)?
