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Course Name: Honors Biology Trimester A
Course Code: BI218/228
Course Length: 2 semesters       Recommended: 9th grade
Textbook: BSCS Biology: A Human Approach

Instructors: Ms. Kenyon                 Room #: S279   

Email:	  KenyonB@grps.k12.mi.us	     Phone #: 819-5951       Prep Hour: 6th 


Description
Knowledge of biology enables us to comprehend how living organisms function and interact with their environments. This knowledge is also important to understand and appreciate advances in science and the social and personal implications that these advances may have on society. Biology provides the tools and background to understand and address issues involving health, disease, and environmental change that all students will deal with in their lives.  This course focuses on understanding the six major unifying concepts of Biology, with emphasis on the connections to humans.

Instructor’s Role
	Assist students in learning by providing examples and modeling.

Involve students in an inquiry based approach to learning:  Engage, Explore, Explain, Elaborate, and Evaluate.  The teacher will not “give” answers!  
Provide rigor and relevance to students’ learning.
Assist students in making connections between science and the real world.

Students’ Role 
	Communicate understanding through media, reading, writing, self reflection, discussion and presentation in school, the home, community and workplace.  

Explore ways in which to connect knowledge from all curriculum areas to enhance their understanding of their place in the world.
	Take ownership of learning through effort and willingness to take risks.

Pacing and Sequence
Trimester A
Unit
Chapters
Topic
Assessments to Measure Students’ Learning
Length (weeks)
1
1, 2 & 3
Evolution: Patterns and products of change in living systems
	Antibiotic Essay

Creating a Critter
	Unit 1 Test
6 – 8
2
4, 5 & 6
Homeostasis: Maintaining dynamic equilibrium in living systems
	Plant Wilting Essay

Homeostasis in Critter
Health Care Proposal
Unit 2 Test
5 – 7 
3
13
Development: Growth and differentiation in living systems
	Growth and Development in Critter

Unit 5 Test
2
1-3
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 & 13
Exam Review
	Exam

1
Trimester B
Unit
Chapters
Topic
Assessments to Measure Students’ Learning
Length (weeks)
4
7, 8 & 9
Energy, Matter, and Organization: Relationships in living systems
	Marathon Analysis
	Carbon Cycle Diagram

Natural Disaster Essay
Unit 3 Test
4 – 6.5 
5
10, 11 & 12
Continuity: Reproduction and inheritance in living systems
	A Reproductive Strategy for Your Critter
	Analysis of Human Genetic Disorders

Venn Diagram of Replication and Protein Synthesis
Unit 4 Test
5 – 6.5 
6
15 & 16
Ecology: Interaction and interdependence in living systems
	Critters in Ecosystems

Tri-Lakes Association Letter
Unit 6 Test
3 – 4 
4-6
7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, & 16
Exam Review
	Exam

1

Grading Scale
100
A+
Outstanding level of performance
93 –99
A

90 – 92
A-

87 – 89
B+
High level of performance
83 – 86
B

80 – 82
B-

77 – 79
C+
Acceptable level of performance
73 – 76
C

70 – 72
C-

67 – 69
D+
Minimal level of performance
63 – 66
D

60 – 62
D-

40 – 59
E
Unacceptable level of performance
0 – 39
E




Grading System 
Categories for Science
Category for Gradebook
Description
% for Category
Overall %
Common Assessments
Unit Tests/Chapter Tests/Projects found in Syllabus 
40
70
Performance
Assessments
Other summative assessments used (Unit Tests/Chapter Tests/Projects)
20


Lab reports
Lab report and techniques that correlate with Content Expectations 
10


Formative Assessments
Quizzes and specific assessments for each activity as per the Teacher Guide
15
30
Process
GENERAL GRADING INFORMATION:
All work is graded on a point system.  Total grades are found by adding all the points you received and dividing by the total number of points possible.  Updated grades will be made by each Thursday so that you may keep track of your grade, missing work, and any improvements you need to make at any time.  

Students will receive a printout of their grade each Thursday for parents to receive.


Homework and Late Work:
·	All assignments turned in late will receive some points off.  (Papers are due AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS or are considered late)
·	If a chapter quiz or test is missed, it can only be made up if it is an EXCUSED ABSENCE and must be made up on the designated make up days (posted).

Retakes:   
·	Students may be able to retake tests or quizzes once.  In order to retake, they must 1) complete any missing assignments from that chapter and 2) stay after school with the teacher and correct their old test.  The make up test (different from the original) will be given only after school.

Absences:
·	It is your responsibility to get missing work when absent.  Please write “absent” on the top of your paper before turning it in so you will not be penalized.



Extra Credit:
Extra credit is available as long as you have not missed more than 10 days of class.  There is a whole sheet on options you may choose.  Many times I will also give EC for work done in class.  Extra credit slips will be awarded throughout the chapters for activities or review games, and the points from those many be used toward any assignment or test as long as they are attached before it is graded.

Participation Points:
Students will be able to receive extra points when they answer Warm Up questions at the beginning of class.  These are free points that will be added to your grade every week.



Bathroom Passes:
·	You must have a pass to leave the room. No passes given for books or homework.

Detentions for poor behavior in class or excessive tardies:
·	If a detention is not served, you will no longer receive participation points in class, extra credit may not be used or turned in, and no late work will be allowed (so you will receive a zero if not on time) until your detention is served.

Behavior contracts:
·	If you cannot act properly and follow the classroom rules, then you will be put on a behavior contract.  This means that you will have to stay after and fill out a form with the teacher and a youth advocate.
·	If you do not stick to the behavior plan and continue to act inappropriately, then a new plan will be written with the teacher, a principal, student, and their parent or guardian.  Parent may be asked to sit in class with the student.
 


STUDENT EXPECTATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES:


ALL SCHOOL RULES WILL BE FOLLOWED including:
All students must have an ID worn.
No electronic devices will be allowed – NO cell phones, MP3s or video games
No food allowed, however I will allow water bottles in class.


OUR CLASSROOM RULES:

We are a learning community and respect and appropriate behavior is expected at all times.

	All students will follow the 6 MAIN RULES of the classroom posted on the wall:


 Participate in class                     Be prepared                 

 Be responsible                            Be respectful                

 Keep on task all hour                Put forth your best effort




Once the tardy bell rings, students will be expected to be in class and to begin work on the 
warm up activity.


NO LINING UP AT THE DOOR – students will remain in their seats until the bell rings.

                                                







IF YOU TRULY TRY, 
YOU CAN SUCCEED!
                                      










WELCOME TO HONORS BIOLOGY!

Dear Parents:
I am Ms. Kenyon - the high school biology teacher, and I am delighted to have your child in my class this year!  I am looking forward to a very successful year and I know you are too. I have high expectations for your child and I will do all that I can to help your child achieve those expectations. 
You can help. I will be expecting all work assigned in class to be completed. Of course, all children do not work at the same pace. Some children will get their work done in class and some will not.  If your child does not complete an assignment in class, he or she will be required to complete it at home. The way you can help is to ask your child every school day if schoolwork needs to be done, and if so, make sure your child completes the assignment.  If you want to check on whether they are keeping up with their assignments, the easiest way is to go online at grps.k12.mi.us and sign in to view all your student’s grades (call 819-2900 if you need a password for your child).In addition, I will be giving your child a grade report each Thursday, so you can ask them for it to keep updated.
Finally, I want you to know that one of my most important goals this year is to keep the lines of communication open with you. I am available every day to talk with you between 1:10 pm and 4:00 p.m.  I am after school each day to stay and help students and welcome parents to see me during those times as well.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns during the year. 
Sincerely,

Ms. Kenyon    Biology   819-5951       KenyonB@grps.k12.mi.us



SIGN, DETACH, AND TURN IN FOR POINTS (must be complete!)

I have read the course syllabus for this class and understand the grading, structure, and my responsibilities.

STUDENT SIGNATURE ______________________________________  DATE ____________


PARENT SIGNATURE _______________________________________ DATE _____________

PARENT PHONE NUMBER (home): _____________________________________________

                PHONE NUMBER (cell) : _______________________________________________

PARENT EMAIL: ______________________________________________________


Comments: ______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________




PARENTS:  PLEASE DETACH AND KEEP FOR YOURSELF
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Ms. Kenyon    Biology   819-5951       KenyonB@grps.k12.mi.us
Ms. Cornish                    819-5947       CornishC@gps.k12.mi.us


